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ANNUAL REPORT 


: Town of Bethlehem 


COMPRISING THOSE OF 


 Wreasurer, Selectmen, 


AND 


School Committee, 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1887. 


LITTLETON, N. H.* 
‘CREPUBLIC” BOOK AND JOB PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT. 
1887. 


1886. 


BHLISHA SWHTT, Treasurer, 


In account with town of Bethlehem, 


CASH RECEIVED. 


ee TN 


Mar. 17, Ree’d of G. H. Turner, Treasurer for 1885, $1802 33 


20, 
July 2, 


Sept.24, 


Noy. 16, 


Dee. 3, 


C. H. Clarke for County of Grafton, 414 
Interest on Littleton Bonds, 8 
Wy Savings Bank, 22 


G. D. Buck License on Billiard Tables, 45. 
66 66 66 66 } 66 


G. T. Cruft Liquor fine of H. J. Eastman, 3 
G. D. Buck License on Billiard Tables, 28 
G. T. Cruft Cash paid by C. F. Davis 

to the town for Relinquishment of High- 

way from Nelson Howland’s to Geo. 


$10,996 


41 


Howland’s, 25 00 
G. T. Cruft, Mrs. Dolly Winch tax for’85, 3 00 
County of Coos for support of Moses C. 
Glines family, 48 50 
State Railroad tax, 178 31 
State Savings Bank tax, 636, 68 
State Literary Fund, 194 56— 
G. T. Cruft, liquor fine of Geo. Kenniston, 5 00 
: Interest on Savings Bank, LZ. 
‘¢ Littleton bonds, 6 00 
Town of Carroll, running lines, 4 00 
J. M. Rowe, collector for 1886, 7499 48 
Dennis Phillips, bal. due for licenses in 
1874 with interest, + LOOG 
F. L. White, prosecution of M. Heusto, 10 00 
Horatio Nye, collector for 1883, 25 72 
Balance of Highway from Selectmen, 16 82 


89 


AMOUNT PAID OUT BY TREASURER. 


1886. 


3 


\ 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 


March 17. Cash pd. John Calahan one Sheep killed 


April 10. 


May 19. 
June 14. 


Aug. 2. 


Aug. 21. 


Sept. 6. 


Sept. 28. 


Sept. 29. 


by dogs, 

H. Sawyer, water trough, 

L. S. Ladd, sheep killed by dogs, 
Bingham, Mitchell & Loa 
retaining fee, 

Covi Clark, for stationery town 
offices and cash for expense Haver- 
hill pauper claim, 

J. R. Jackson, retaining fee Con- 
cord gore case, 

Benj. Tucker, cash paid H. C. 
Goodrich, county sealer, weights 
and measures, 

Benj. Tucker, services March 30, 
case Pettingale against town, 
Edson C. Eastman, blank books 
and official blanks, 

Thomas Fletcher, money voted by 


‘town for Memorial day. 


Nancy C. Blood, water trough, 
1885 and 1886, 


J. M. Rowe, non residentitax Silas 


Silas Wheeler place, worked by C. 
E. Baker, 

Eli B. Wallace, printing the town 
reports, 

C. E. Baker, excess on taxes 1885, 
John Pierce, for abatement on lots 
No. 31, R18, 382, R°19, taxed 
twice, 1884, 

James A. Ash, one day to A. Hen- 
ry s, 

County tax, 

G. D. Buck for cupboard and ex- 
penses to Mt. Pleasant House, col- 
lect town license, \ 
Peter Thibedeau, water trough, 
Thomas Finn, damage for winter 
road near D. Calahan, 


(44 


Nov. 12. 


p16. 73, ¥ 


Dec. 28. 


+ 


Cash pd. Allen Thompson, measuring road, 


perambulating lines and laying out 


roads, 13 
Wallace Woodsome, personal injury 
received on sidewalk on Congress 

street, 50 00 
T. T. Hildreth, expenses paid per- 
ambulating line between Carroll | 
and Bethlehem, } . 29 70: 
Ray T:. Gile, for services perambu- 
lating line between Bethlehem and 

Carroll, 19 70 
Allen Thompson, two aay peram- 
bulating line, 4 00 
Edson C. Eastman for Town Offi- 

cers and town blanks, 3 138 
Solon A. Carter, state tax, 1192 00 
John R. Lovel & Son, for police 

leg irons, d 25 
G. T. Cruft, expenses in Ladd and 

Willard case in Plymouth, Nov. 8 

and 9, 15 and 16, 1886, a 
John M. Rowe, abatement voted 

by town on taxes paid previous to “s 
Sept. 4, 1886, 2 DLL Oct ac: 
Jessie Hews, one sheep killed by ! 
dogs, 3 00 
B. H. Corning, insurance on P. B. 

Ladd honse, LORD 
G. T. Cruft, rent of basement hall 

one year to March Ist, 1887, 60. 00 
A. W. Blandin, printing notices 

against ball playing, 1 00 
Bills paid T. T. Hildreth in burial | 

of Mrs. Willard, 8 76 
W.M. Parker, Cedar posts for > 
sign boards, 2 00 
Benj. Tucker for making copy of 
inventory for county commissioners, 2. 50 
J. KE. Henry, abatement of tax on 
non resident land, 1886, 42 00 
B. F. Wells, box and casket and 

services in the burial of Mary F. 

Willard, 29 00 


00 


‘om 


Jan. 26, 
Feb. 1... . 


5. 


Feb. 25. 


Feb. .26. 


Feb. 28. 


dD 


Cash pd. G. W. English for burial of Mary 


F. Willard, 

Edson & Bailey, 1 gall. tar, 1885, 
Mrs. I. B. Hoit, use of water 
trough to March Ist, 1887, 

John M. Rowe, excess taxes, 1886, 
Dr. Hildreth, returning births, 

C. F. Lewis, water trough, 

C. G. White & Son, spikes, J. S. 
Blandin, 

Asa E. Swasey, labor surveying 
road to Gale river, 

A. C. Ayer, abatement dog tax, 
Nelson Howland, water trough, 
Luther Wallace, water trough, 


A. C. Atto, blacksmith bill to ae. 


H. Nye, Work on Cemetery, 

H. Nye, ranlett & Harris, bill re- 
pairing carriage, 

G. W. McGregor, recording births 
and deaths, 

Jas. o Turner, watering AO 
W. L. Shuttuck os 

FB. Ne Haskell, painting hearse, 
cpa Haskell repairing G. C. 
Cheney wagon and Mrs. Corey’s 
Sleigh, 

Z. & H. O. Stevens, marble slab 
for Mary F. Willard, 

Elisha Swett, services on Cruft 
road, 

C. A. Thompson, water trough 
and damage in field, 

Gala C ruts, stationery, blank books 
and stationery, 

T. T. Hildreth, expenses, at Carroll, 
Bingham, Mitchell & Batchellor, 
Pettingill case $25, Cruft road 
$61.50, Ladd- Willard case $39.19, 
general advice, $12, 


ate 


7d 


69 


$3, 440 58 
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CASH PAID FOR HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 
1886. a 
March i7, pd. Thomas Harrington shoveling snow $ 1 50 
W. B. Jessamin “breaking roads, is Wi ar 
J. H. McCullock ‘* D 67 
James Ash breaking roads and 
cash paid out, 12 25 
James Ash breaking roads and pd. 
for J. Scannel, . 5 00 
C. K. Blandin breaking roads, 10. 34 
SV¥ iS ye OLA TICE 0) tae 2 68 
Apr. 10, J. H. MeCullock labor SAAS aot: 
C. K. Blandin “ 109. 
15, Tim Gannon sf ra 3 38 
J. H. McCulloch breaking roads in Meh. 1 34 
Joseph Eaton labor highway, 3 00 
| Amasa Huntoon 58 00 
May 19, A. W. Blandin ‘‘ Tet 3 00. 
R. Welsh cleaning ice from highway, 2 25 
June 14, G. A. Gilman labor hig hiey) 3 00 
Zo) S. G. King a 6 00 
30, A. H. Waison “« ‘¢ 1885, 2 00 
Peter and James O’Neil aise highway. 5 25 
Thomas Fletcher 16 50 
July 10, S. H. Thayer e os 10 00 
C. E. Swasey rf ce 15. 25 
Aug. 2, J. P. Wallace i tf cov ie OG 
. Geo. Howland cash pd. out bi 28 00 
19) et Brothers labor Alder Bee Drideee 11:00 
Pay 66 66 66 66 5 25 
eee Finn highway Beach hill, + 10200 
J. H. Sawyer fence posts on highway, 5 60 
M. C. Noyes labor mishray, 31 20 
Sept: 6, James R. Ash ‘¢ ) 50 
A. Kk. Thompson oh 2 00 
Smith brothers building abutments at 
Alder Brook bridge, 7 EDP OO 
Lanshen Owen one day on highway, 1 50 
T. T. Hildreth labor on 3 90 4 
28, H. C. Redington lumber highway, ipeellal 
Nov. 12, Dennis Callahan labor, a 4 12 
Dec. 3, T. T. Hildreth e a 1 80 
dl, John Endens chy *¢ 1885, 3 00 
T. E. Richardson ‘+ of 10 00 
N. H. Cate labor and plank, 3 50 


1887, 


Jan. 5, Paid A. W. Blandin labor on highway, 


26, 
Feb. 5, 


25, 


26, 


28, 


J. EK. Vial side walk plank, 
J. H. Sawyer labor on es 


John Lynch 6 

W.S. Blandin ‘‘ 66 
Chas. Howland ‘ $6 
Joseph Soronto *‘* My 
Isaac N. Gay ‘+ sé 
aoe. Wallace.‘ 66 


M. C. Noyes plank and timber, 
D. B. Crane labor on TAM 
A. W. Blandin ‘ 


C. K. Blandin ‘‘ 6¢ 
W. B. Jessamin ue 
John Pierce Jr., “ 

“A ¢¢ _ ** lumber for side walk, 
Mec abbey, °° highway, 
H. E. Hoyt 6 Dy 
W. A.D. Jones‘: es 
John Huntoon ‘% a 
W. J. Huntoon ‘*‘ ae 
J. M. Phillips ‘ es 
L. F. Swett <« 0 
Chas. Howland ‘‘ a 
John Coyley ‘° My 
W.S. Blandin ‘ ue 
Jerry Callahan ‘ tg 
H. E. Whitcomb o 
Geo. Howland ‘ sy 
Chas. W. Stevens 66 
Elisha Swett ‘°° Re 
Jerry Mudget ‘°° ‘ 
paid. Payer = 
E. R. Thompson i 
J. P. Donovon ‘+ a 


H. G. Watson ‘‘ ¢¢ 


75 
50 
25 
50 
53 
14 
92 
92 
49 
00 
50 
67 
30 00 
19) 72 
19 48 
2 11 
80 
00 
00 
74 
00 
00 
67 
00 
50 
00 
00 
ot 
67 
32 
50 
67 
00 
90 
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1886. 
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CASH PAID FOR SUPPORT OF COUNTY PAUPERS. 


June 28. Paid Eli LaForce for support of Mrs. John 


June 30. 


Aug. 19. 


Sept. 6. 


Sept. 28. 


Dee. 17. 


LaForce, 

Mitchell Thibedeau for support of Mrs. 
Leonard Willard, 

Geo. Pollock, support Sherwood children, 
H. C Redington for supplies for Sherwood 
family, 

C. G. White & Son for goods furnished 
Charles Parker and others, 

C. G. White & Son for goods furnished 
Moses C. Glines, 

Mitchell Thibodeau, support Mrs. Leon- 
ard Willard, 

Geo. Pollock, support Sherwood children, 
G. W. McGregor, treatment of John Len- 
ouett, 

F. T. Moffett, treatment Moses Glines’ 
wife, 

G. W. McGregor, treatment of N. Jainge, 
Wm. Laforce, support of Mrs. John La- 
force, 

B. F. Wells, coffin and box, Mrs. M. C. 
Glines, 


Eli Laforce, support of Mrs. J ohn Laforce, 


$ 13 00 


9 00 
19 75 


10 00 
46 48 
3 00 


10 50 
24 50 


14 20 


14 00 
21 30 


11 00 


9 00 
6 33 


Geo. Pollock, clothing, Sherwood ehildren, 10 00 


Wm. Laforce, support Mrs. John Laforce, 
Maggie McCaig, services as nurse for 
Mrs. Moses C. Glines, 

William Laforce, support of Mrs. John 
Laforce, 

L. M. Knights, for groceries furnished 
county paupers, 

Mitchel Thibodeau, for support of Mrs. 
Leonard Willard, 

I. E. Richardson, goods furnished M. C. 
Glines, 

I. E. Richardson, house rent, C. D. 
Knapp, 


S. H. R. Marden, board and care of Mary 
F. Willard, 
Geo. Pollock, support Sherwood children, 


5 00 
14 00 
5 00 
42 00 
11 25 
8 50 
3 00 


44 35 
22 75 


9 


Feb. 1. Paid Wm. Laforce, support Mrs. John Laforce, 3 00 
B. F. Wells, coffin and box for Mrs. John 


. Laforce, 10 00 
Feb. 5. G. W. McGregor, 4 visits to Mary F. 
Willard, 8 00 


Feb. 25. Dr. H. A. Hildreth for medical attend- 
ance, Mrs. Willard $1, Alice Hayens $2, 


Mrs. Parker $6, 9 00 
_L. M. Knight, goods furnished John Som- 
ers, . 3 00 
C: G. White & Son, goods furnished Elias 
Hildreth and C. E. B. Copp, 40 43 
C. G. White & Son, goods furnished 
Mary F. Willard, 3.77 
Feb. 26. John Pierce Jr., goods furnished C. E. 
Ba Copp, 1328 
F. D. Lewis, meat furnished Napoleon 
Guy, 3 86 
Mitchell Thibodeau, support of Mrs. L. 
Willard, 11 weeks, to Feb. 28, 1887, 8 25 
Dr. F. T.. Moffett, medical services, C. E. 
B. Copp, 16 00 
Dr. F. T. Moffett, medical services, C. 
D. Knapp, 8 00 
Dr. F. T. Moffett, medical services, John 
Lenoiett, 7 00 
Feb. 28. H. P. Smith, medicine for Chas. Parker 
7 and family, 85 
T. T. Hildreth, 1 1-2 bush. potatoes, J. 
- Jiny, 75 
$501 10 


CASH PAID FOR THE SUPPORT OF TOWN PAUPERS. 


1886. 
April 10. Paid James R. Bean for support of Ezra Bean 

children, $ 8 50 
June 14. Lucy Shea, support of Julia Scannel, 5. 00 
Sept 6. Lucy Shea, 7% hs s 15 00 
Dee. 3. L.. M. Knight, goods furnished Julia 

Scannel, and for nails, powder and fuse, 3 30 


Feb. 25. Lucy J. Shea, board Julia Scannel to Feb. 
23, 1887, 35 00 


10 
Feb. 25. PaidC. G. White & Son, for goods furnished 


Julia Scannel, ; 2°95 
| $69 75 
CASH PAID FOR THE SEVERAL SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Cash paid District No. 1, $ 991 23 
School house tax, District No. 1, 20 00 
Paid town committee on town system, 1061 68 

$2102 45 
CASH PAID FOR SERVICES OF TOWN OFFICERS. 
1886. 

March 17, pd. T. W. Bean, for special police, ~ $5 00- 


T. W. Bean, supervisor school and town, 13 O00 
April 10, Samuel Nourse, special police for 1885, 1 50 


July 10, T. T. Hildreth, four days on school 
house taxes, : 8 00 
Aug. 2, Benj. ‘Tucker, recording inventory, / 5 00 
SA J. M. Rowe, collector, 22 00 
21, W. B. Jessamin, services as night watch- 
man four nights, 4 00 
Sept. 6, C. E. Baker, services as supervisor, 15 00 
C. B. Dexter, services as night watchman 
four nights, 4 00 
1887. 
Jan. 9. A. W. Blandin, services police one year 
to March 1, 1887, > 00— 
W. L. Burgess, services as police 1 year, 5 00 
W. L. Burgess, i six gala days, 6 00 
T. T. Hildreth, services connected with 
sickness and burial of Mrs. Willard, 16 00 
Feb. 19, C. E. Baker, services as supervisor, 14 00 
25, John M. Rowe, services as health officer, 1 00 
a ‘* balance of salary as collec- 
tor for 1886, ~— 108 00 
Dr. H. A. Hildreth, services on board of 
education, district No. 1, 20 00 
Dr. H. A. Hildreth, services as health 
officer, 12 00 
J. K. Barrett, services supervisor to date, 24 00 
20 Horatio Nye, collector D. P. Gordon book, 2 25 
Geo. D. Buck, services as town clerk, 52 00 
Wide Eeresby jtieese auditor 117004 


W. H. Presby, “s health officer, 6 50 


Pemeeo Paid. G. TT. Cruft, «. * selectman, 67 00 
‘¢ overseer of poor, 8 00 
C. H. Clark, tie fF es 9 00 
+ i, selectman, 68 00 
Moher Hildreth, |.) * 85 00 
“e Ae overseer of poor, 3 00 
Elisha Swett, treasurer, 14 00. 
$614 25 
TOWN BONDS AND INTEREST PAID. 
Ease town oe due sa 1, 1886, 1000 00 
Chas. R _ Phillips, ‘due Sept. 1,1896, 100 00 
66 6o° Frank P. Shuttuck, oe ae 1900, 50 00 
vt ¢¢ A. D. Plummer, ar e 1894, 200 00 
66 66 66 66 66 66 200 00 
66 66 79 66 66 66 100 00 
4 Eliza Hatch, us Ser TBO st | LOOO0 
66 46 66 66 66 66 100 00 
66 66 66 66 66 66 100 00 
6 66 66 66 66 66 100 00 
‘¢ 2 town bonds ‘‘ $50 each | a sf th 100 00 
ot bond coupons He SOA ROO Oe 608 24 
$2758 24 
1887. 
Feb. 28. Amount received by treasurer, 10996 89 
y paid out by A 10139 53 
Sy in treasurer’s hands Mch 1, 1887, $ 857 36 
OUTSTANDING TOWN BONDS. 
Sabrina Kenney, $5000 
A. D. Plummer, 3150 
Luther Wallace, 2000 
Olive Crane, 1200 
Sarah A. Bunker, 1100. 
Elisha Swett, 500 
Ann C. Shattuck, 850 
B. F. Winch, 200 
John B. Clifford, 750 
Chester H. Wallace, 550 
Orville B. Hildreth, 200 
Henrietta F. Bunker, 


400 


12 


Frank P. Shuttuck, 250 
Eli B. Wallace, 50 
Woodman Wallace, 450 
Geo. H. Bunker, 300 
Simeon Bowles, — 800 
$17550 
ASSETS OF THE TOWN, MARCH 1, 1887. 
Due 2 om County of Grafton bills of 1886, $ 452 60 
William Glover, 133 17 
" on D. P. Gordon tax book, 1883, 31 03 
4 County of Grafton for carrying Dan Kellum 
to Haverhill 2d time, 1885, 9 50 
“f P. B. Ladd in Mary F. Ladd case, secured 
by mortgage, 141 60 
ne Boston & Lowell R. R., damage to J. Bee 
Cheney’s wagon at Wing Road. 2 75 
oh Elisha Swett, Treasurer, a Littleton town ~ 
bonds, 800 00 
Cash in savings bank, 858 56 — 
858 56 | 
® $1629 21 
RECAPITULATION. 
Pas, March 1, 1886, $19700 00 — 
a ih Oa Rete 17550 00 
Decrease in liabilities, $2150 00 
Assets of the town, March 1, 1886, $2567 47 
ay ae aes | bia t ligt eee 1629 "21 
Decrease in assets, $936 26 
Town debt March 1, 1887, $17550 00 
Less assets, 1629-21 
Net town debt March 1, 1887, $15920 79 
Noe town debt March 1, 1886, $17132 53 
es ay iv 1887, 15920 79 
Decrease in town debt March 1, 1887, $1211 74 
Total valuation of the town, April 1, 1886, $665016 00 
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Valuation of lands and buildings, 


No. of Polls, 
Horses, 
Asses, 
Oxen, 
Cows, 


Young Stock, 


Sheep, 
Hogs, 


Carriages, 
Money at interest, 


Stock in trade, 


Mills and machinery, 


Aqueduct, 


Taxes levied for all purposes, 
Rate per cent. $ 1.50 per hundred. 


Amount of highway taxes assessed for the year 1886, 


330 
367 

10 
149 


484 


238 


439 


35 
74 


$514,220 
33,000 
20,288 
300 
7,548 
10,496 
3,431 
1,265 
248 
5,875 
7,275 
37,170 
17,900 
6,000 


Add unworked tax on Selectmen’s Book, 1885, 


included in Isaac 8S. Cruft highway tax this year, 


HIGHWAY SURVEYORS, 1886, AND AMOUNTS. 
1. R. S. Phillips, 


District No. 


— 
ft 
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C. E. Swasey, 
W. B. Jessamin, 
J. S. Blandin, 
A. W. Blandin, 
J. M. Rowe, 


. James A. Ash, 
. Thomas Finn, 
. S.G. King, 
pent ¥; Hoit, 

. N: H. Cate, 

. Warren Burt, 

. C. W. Stevens, 
ae.) ork, 

. L. S. Ladd, 

. James Ash, 
iy? 
moe Hi. Thayer, 

. Elisha Swett, 

. S. M. Phillips, 

. .G. C. Cheney, 

. W. J. Huntoon, 
. Asa E. Swasey, 
. John L. Wesley, . 
. John P. Donovan, 


Jonas P. Wallace, 


9799 
3325 


71 


73 


08 
47 


$3396 


$ 81 
63 
289 
156 
164 
284 
49 
50 
46 
130 
98 
49 
84 
33 
54 
105 
107 
64 
108 
92 
40 
29 
101 
65 
28 


5d 


01 
52 
18 
03 
14 
99 
81 
37 
66 
79 
82 
$4 
22 
95 
15 
22 
22 
26 
82 
69 
42 
69 
64 
14 
00 


14 


Cash paid selectmen, 53 49 
Treasurer, 16 82 
On highway, 36 67 
Due from Isaac S. Cruft, 72 89 
Durgin & Fox, ) 12 
Isaac S. Cruft on Gale river road, 38 37 
«6 ‘¢ Tax on Sidewalk, 80 00 
Tax of 1886 overworked in 1885, 35 00 
Barron, Merrill & Barron, allowed on their road and 
_ bridges, 81 50 
W.G. R. Morey, tax in lumber, - 154 73 
John Pierce, Jr., tax in lumber and labor, ahd iy 
J. N. Turner, tax in lumber, 31 30 
Elisha. Morey, tax unpaid, 7 05 
Fred Seymour, tax worked in April, 4 25 
J. Toronto, tax allowed on his road, 2 11 
C.cG.. White & Son, allowed on eae way to tenement 
house and drawing plank, 13 50 
Geo. Howland tax, | 5 00 
Non resident tax, J. M. Rowe, 283 60 
$3394 30 


I have examined the accounts of the treasurer and found them 
correct with vouchers for every dollar paid out; also examined 
the books and bills of the selectmen which I found correct, witha 
bill for every order given on the treasurer. — 

The selectmen for the first time have given in a complete record 
of all the highway taxes of the year raised, and their disposition. 
They have also rendered an itemized account of their bills for 
services for the year. 

The selectmeti’s reports show a Heducton of the town debt 
creditable to their nanagement, and which will be pleasing to the 
town. It is the more commendable as the town voted less mon- 
ey than in previous years, the highway tax being $1662.54 less 
than last year, all of the non-resident part of which would have 
been payable in cash. No school report has been submitted to 
me by the town school board as in previous years by the superin- 
tendent of town schools, whose successors they virtually are, 
therefore no statistical report is given of any of the schools ex- 
cept in that furnished me by the board of education in napa : 
No. 1. All of et is respectfully submitted. | 

W. H. PRESBY, Auditor. 


Ld 
SELECTMEN’S CHARGES. 


. Guo. T. Crurt, First Selectman. 
1886 


April 13, 1 day at Hall on taxes, $2 00 
14, 1 Zealand taking inventory, 2 00 
POlto 22,7 on taxes, 14 00 
28 & 29, 2 at town work at Hall, 4 00 
May 4, 1-2 a 1 00 
7-8-9, D 1-2 making school tax, 5 00 
12ait at Hall on Cruft road, 2 00 
29, 1-2 examining old town rads and lines, 1 00 
dl, 1-2 3 petition Geo Howland road, 1 00 
June--1, 1 es route to Deerfield, 2 00 
2, 1-2 Cruft road petition, 1 00 
3, 1-2 division school money, 1 00 
7, 1-2 Glines pauper case, 1 00 
Saul on road from Waumbek to Gale river, 2 00 
19, 1-2 ie petition C. J. Phillips, 1 00 
24, 1-2 examining Geo. Howland road, 1 00 
| 25, 1-2 oe tax books, 1 00 
July 3, 1 settling highway surveyors, 2 00 
12,.1-2 C. E. B. Copp, county pauper case, 1 00 
17, 1-2 Howland road, 1 00 
27 Aug. 21, 3 days Alder Brook bridge, 6 00 

Sept. 4, 1-2 settlement with tax collector and town ; 

bills, 1 00. 
25, 1-2 C. D. Knapp, county pauper case, 1 00 
. 29, Oct. 1, 1 day Mary Willard case, 2 00 
ete Zo a2 AS ty re ef 1 00 
4, 1-2 with county commissioners on taxes, 1 00 
8, 1-2 to Carroll on C. Glines case, 1 00 
22, 1-2 day on W. J. Cummings road asked OP, 1 00 
Noy. 17, 1-2 to Carroll on town lines, 1 00 
Dec. 6, 1-2 oe for signatures to record, 1 00 
7, 1-2 settling with tax “collector, 1 00 
8, 1-2. John Lenouette, county pauper case, 1 00 
20, 1-2 day to Carroll on perambulation writings, 1 00 
1877. 

Jan. 17 and 21, 1 1-2 days on drifted roads, 3. 00 
Feb. 122 1-2 drawing Jurors, 1 00 
Feb. 25 to 28, 3 days settling accounts, 6 00 


$75 00 
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T. T. Hrpretu, Second Selectman. 
-2 day at hall, 


aoiine appointments, 
on inventory, 
to Littleton, Bean children, 
to appraisal school districts, 
on inventory blanks, 

66 66 66 
filling out blanks, — 
taking inventory, 

66 66 


a4 6 

C6 66 

Ge Co 

(as 6 
at Cruft Hall, 
to Zealand taking invoice, 
making taxes, 


16 and 22; 5 1-2 days making taxes, 


2d, 1+ 


2 


to Littleton, 


28 to May 4, 2 days making taxes, 


May 12, 1 
o7, 
31, 

June 1, 
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posting warrant, town meeting, 
hearing on Cruft road, 
yy ‘¢ Howland road, 


_ examining Cruft road, 


posting hearing Cruft road, 
dividing school money, 
on Waumbek road petition, 
to Littleton about school house tax, 
posting warrant, town meeting, 
hearing on Cruft road, 
Phillips road, 
Howland road, 
to settle with highway surveyors, 
to settle Cruft road, 
laying out Howland road, 
to Alder Brook bridge, 

66 66 66 


to Alder Brook to see Mr. Smith’s job, 


to Littleton twice, Street once, Cruft 
road 

posting hearing, Cruft road, 

settling and giving orders, 

Hearing on Cruft road, 

adjourned hearing on Cruft road, 
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Sept. 24, 1 surveying on Cruft road, 2 00 
Zor al making return to town clerk, Cruft road, 2 00 
29, 1-2 Littleton, Cruft road, 1 00 

Oct. 22, 1-2 Wing road to examine highway, 1 00 

Nov. 1, 1-2 with H. C. Henry, 1 00 

4, 1-2 to see Wallace Woodsome, 1 00 

Dec. 20, 1-2 to Carroll, 1 00 

1887. 

Pebsc 1241 drawing juror and posting warrant, 2 00 
16, 1-2 on pauper case, 1 00 
25 to 28, 3 days settling: town matters, 6 00 

$88 00 
C. H. CuarKx, Third Selectmen. 
1886. 

Mar. 10, 1 day with board, 2 00 
2 looking after poor, 2 00 
bog ty a 2 00 
16,./3 at Haverhill, county claims, 2 00 
Dal County poor, 2 00 
27, 1-2 looking after Bean children, 1 00 
pe ta | appraising school houses, 2 00 
30, 1-2 on inventory papers, 1 00 

April 1 to 12, 9 days taking inventory, 18 00 
13 to 20, 6 days making taxes, 12 00 
21, 1-2 vs 1 00 
22,5 1 66 66 9 00 
98s and 29, 2 days making taxes, 4 00 
30, 1 distributing highway books, 2 00 

May 4, 1-2 on taxes and ap. collector, 1 00 
10, 12 and 27, 2 days on taxes, 4 00 
31, 1-2 on Howland road, 1 00 

June *1,.4 on Cruft road, 2 00 

Zouk 35 ‘¢ and town, 2 00 
8, 1 Deerfield road, 2 00 
16, 1-2 1 00 
19, 1-2 on Phillips road, 1 00 
21, 22 and 23, pd. Benj. Tucker on school tax, 3 00 
24, 1-2 Howland road, 1 00 

July 6, 1-2 Cruft road, 1 00 
27, 1-2 Alder Brook Bridge, 1 00 

Aug. 21, 1-2 town matters, 1 00 

Nov. 1, 1-2 fy A 1 00 

2, 1-2 on juror box, 1 00 

Feb. 10, 1-2 on Cruft road, 1 00 
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$77 00 
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SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


It is a satisfaction as a result of our earnest endeavors for the 
town’s interest the past year, to be able to show a decrease in the 
burden of the town’s indebtedness to the amount of $1211.74, 
and a cancellation of the town’s outstanding bonds to the amount 
of $2150. The reduction of the debt would have been still fur- 
ther increased if the selectmen had been given by the town the 
same amount of money as last year. Had the highway tax 
raised been, as in many previous years, three-fourths of one per 
cent., there would have been an additional amount highway tax 
of 1662.54, a considerable part of which, as nonresident tax, and. 
otherwise would have been paid as cash into the treasury. 

The tax rate has been the lowest for very many years, being 
one per cent. on the valuation, the poll tax one dollar. 

The result of the financial exhibit has not been obtained in a 
fictitious way by endeavoring to conceal any liabilities or to swell 
the assets ; every bill contracted by the selectmen and every ac- 
count against the town known to them, excepting a bill for ser- 
vices presented by the new ‘‘Town School Board,” to be referred 
to later in this report, has been paid. From the assets of last 
year appearing in the Annual report, two items have been drop- 
ped to the disadvantage of the present board, one an item of $45 
in account with Felix LaChance, a county pauper, which was re- 
fused by county and marked settled in 1884—the other an item 
of $47.39, reported due in the Jennie Ferguson case, which the © 
Town was found to have received in March, 1885. The tax 
eollector’s balance of $56.75 from 1883 has been reduced to 
$31.07, a portion of which is still, we think, collectable, but as 
the account was not returned until two days since by the acting 
collector, the selectmen have not had time to act in the matter. 
The amount of $183.75 due by Wm. Glover ,continued in this re- 
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port from last year, it is deemed advisable for the Town to con- 
tinue as an asset by the selectmen and by everybody familiar 
with the case. The amount appearing for the first time as an as- 
set, being money due by P. B. Ladd for expenses paidin Mary 
F. Willard case, is secured to the Town, and would doubtless 
have been settled had the Town year been a little longer. 

The selectmen made contract with Mr. John M. Rowe, ob- 
taining a bond to collect without abatement the entire tax list of 
the year, amounting to $7499.48. This amount has all been 
paid into the treasury,less allowance for excess of property valua- 
tion, at a cost to the Town of $130, the stipulated salary. 


COUNTY PAUPERS. 

It would seem as if the Town could justly demand more care 
and intelligence on the part of its selectmen in the transaction of 
county business. ‘The county has prescribed its rules which are 
not arbitrary or unreasonable, and selectmen who will take 
pains to inform themselves of the methods of business will not 
have to return from settlement with commissioners with disallow- 
ed items in account. The following are the amounts lost to the 
Town for the past four years, in their annual settlement with the 
county on pauper account : 

1882 account, $43.04, 1883, $52.79; 1884, $96.19; 1885, 
$13.84. The large amount lost to the Town in 1884 account, 
came from the forgetfulness or failure of the overseer of the poor 
to properly report, when it occurred, .a case of sick- 
“ness. 

3 TOWN PAUPERS. 

The first act of the selectmen the present year was to rid the 
town of the burden of the support of the Ezra Bean children, who 
have cost us from $90 to $160 a year, for several years past. 
Only one pauper now remains a charge upon the town, Julia 
Scannell, boarded by John Shea for $55 per year. 

oi ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

Expense has been saved in this department of town expense 

by the payment of the highway taxes of the lumber companies, in 
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lumber, or sidewalk plank. It would seem as if highway survey- 
ors might figure with their highway taxes, to keep some portion 
for use after the summer and during the rest of the year. | If 
they were really interested to help their town and save its money, 
we think they could in many cases. 

The history of the road petitioned for in May last, by Isaae S. 
Cruft and others, is familiar probably to all, and is an unfortun- 
ate episode of the past year.. Two town meetings were called by 
the selectmen, the voice of the town was expressed in its favor by 
practically a unanimous vote,and the selectmen were requested tolay 
out the road. There being but two members of the board who 
could legally act under the town’s request, and the third select- 
man choosing to disregard the town’s wishes and failing to act 
with his colleague in the appointment of a substitute selectman,no 
laying out of the road could be had, while the town was unjustly 
placed before the public in an attitude of opposition to the road. 
The petitioners, wearied with waiting, called on the county com- 
missioners for action, and the legal question of their right to in- 
terference still continues in suit with prospect of continued liti- 
gation and expense to the town. The leading petitioner is em- 
bittered in feeling and now asks that the town assist him in his 
project. ‘The bill paid so far in the case by the town to lawyers 
is $61.50. Se 

GEORGE HOWLAND ROAD. / 

The selectmen have laid out the past year upon petition a road 
from near the house of J. P. Wallace to the house George How- 
land. This has been done at an expense of eight dollars only to 
the town, will save timber expense on the old road now discontin- 
ued, and ought ultimately to lead to increased valuation of the 
property. 

ALDER BROUK BRIDGE. 

A split stone abutment and wing was put in for the highway 

bridge, to replace the cheaply built stone wall which had fallen 


away. This isa work of permanent value, done by a builder of | 


railroad bridge abutments, in a substantial manner, at the reason- 
able price of $125. 
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HIGHWAY AT WING ROAD. 

The town is in constant danger of serious expense from injury 
done to life or property in the proximity of this highway to the 
railroad. Claims the past year have been made on the town 
for damages to person and vehicles, happily disposed of without 
expense. Talk has been had by the chairman of the board with 
the railroad officials, and by intelligent management of the suc- 
ceeding board it is quite probable the railroad corporation could 
be induced not only to liberally assist the town in changing high- 
way near the depot, but to rebuild their depot, improve and 
beautify their grounds and add to the value of their property in 
town. The expense to do this could be made very small with 
judicious management. 

BLACKSMITH HOLLOW ON ‘‘STREET.”’ 

The next board should improve the opportunity offering in two 
locations near by, of procuring dirt to fill this hollow. This can 
‘all be done through the highway tax, and all property owners in 
the neighborhood will encourage and assist the town in such 
action. 


PLANK SIDEWALKS. 

These in the village are in a dangerous condition and an acci- 
dent to limb or life liable at any time which may involve much 
cost to the town. An accident the past year cost the town fifty 
dollars. The sills and planks which have been patched out lat- 
terly are thoroughly rotten, the nails failing to hold. New wood- 
en walk for the length of the street would be very expensive and 
last not more than seven years. The present walk can be re- 
placed gradually by a walk of earth or hardpan covered with coarse 
gravel from the town pit on Prospect House road. This would 
make a better walk than the gravel walk opposite the Methodist 
church, and the gravel walks about the Maplewood vicinity, and 
is the same walk used in Cambridge, Mass., and in many of the 
handsome and wealthy New England villages. A highway tax 
of three-fourths of one per cent., as in years previous to the last, 
would allow the selectmen if rightly managed, to carry out the 
project without drawing on the town treasury. 
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PERAMBULATION OF CARROLL LINES. 

T'hese lines between Bethlehem and Carroll had not been run 
for seventeen years. Through our notification and request to the 
Carroll selectmen, the perambulation which was becoming more 
difficult each year, and required by law to be made once in every 
seven years, has been made. 


ROAD MACHINE. 

There is no question of the great benefit we should derive in 
its purchase and use. It is being introduced into every enter- 
prising town, and is time and money saving in highway labor, 
while the roads it makes, being properly constructed, last far 
longer than common roads. 


TRON SAFE. 

The Town should not allow its old records dating back to 1800, 
and all the accumulation of town papers to remain unprotected 
from danger of fire. The selectmen’s books have no place of se: 
curity, and the records of the nine old school districts entrusted to 
the town clerk for safe keeping under the new school law, are lia- 
ble to destruction by fire. An article has been put in the warrant 
that the town may vote whether it will supply itself with a safe. 


SCHOOLS. 

The new town school law shows many features difficult of in- 
terpretation, being crudely constructed, and working in many 
towns with friction. The question of compensation to the new 
school board for services rendered and expenses, is to be brought 
to the attention of many towns by articles in the warrant for 
March meeting. The different gentlemen of the new school board - 
have presented bills for services to the selectmen, which vary in 
amount, from their division of labors, all of which are reasonable 
in amount and entitled to be paid. But our town now has two 
boards of school supervisors, one a board of education in district 
No. 1, one the new town school board, both of whom by statute 
are to be paid ‘‘Such reasonable compensation as the town may 
determine.”’ [he amount hitherto paid in the town for school 
supervision, $50, is not sufficient and should be considerably in- — 
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creased, and the amount for the past and succeeding years be now 
settled. It would seem best for the town to raise an additional 
sum, besides the customary school money for the services of the 
two ‘‘boards”, and the money can be divided between them by the 
selectmen as other school money raised. We as towns people 
should liberally support our schools, securing the best men in 
town for their supervision and paying them sufficiently to allow 
them to give the schools their best energies—for as is truly said, 
‘“The civilization of a town does not depend upon its area or its 
population but upon the intelligence and education of its people.”’ 


Gro. T. Crurtr, ) Selectmen of 
T. T. Hitprers, j| Bethlehem. 
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REPORT OF BOARD OF EDUCATION OF SCHOOL 
| DISTRICT NO. 1, BETHLEHEM. 


The close of the town year, March 1st, compels for the use of 
the town a statistical report of the schools in this district. 

The time finds two of our schools still in session with three 
weeks of the winter term remaining. The figures therefore in 
the accompanying Report, as to the winter term are those obtained 
from the record of seven weeks. The schools in the three de- 
partments have had an exceptionally prosperous year, until the 
‘past week when the unfortunate entrance of whooping cough into 
the Primary school compelled its closing after a term of six weeks. 

The Board of Education have striven diligently to attend to 
their duties of supervision, but very much of whatever “success 
has been obtained in the schools we feel has come, first from the 
conscientious work of educated and trained teachers in our prima- 


ry and grammar departments who have been continued in their ~ 


positions during the entire year, and secondly from the confidence 
manifested and the support extended the Board by all the people - 
of the district. | 
Much still remains to be done for the schools, to bring them to 

the standard of character and efficiency they may attain, but we 
are confident to believe that the District which has so generously 
warmed them into healthy life will foster and encourage them to a 
vigorous maturity. The District ought to secure an efficient jan- 
itor, for the sake of the building, as well as for the comfort and 
health of the pupils which we secure through cleanliness of the 
rooms and the proper care of winter fires. It would be to the 
advantage of the High school if money enough were voted by . 
the District to secure a permanent teacher, one who could afford 
through an adequate salary to remain a Town resident. The 
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Board voted to give the High school, toward the purchase of 
instructive philosophical and scientific apparatus, all of its salary 
for services received from the town. The amount for two years 
services is thirty-six dollars which is to be expended the next 
month toward the beginning of a collection of such apparatus. 

The beginning of the past town year witnessed the beginning in 
our town, and all the towns of the state, of the town school sys- 
tem, whereby all district schools were intended to be united under 
the management of a town school board. The law passed by the 
legislature of 1885, as interpreted subsequently by the Supreme 
Court of the state, permitted districts organized under a board of 
education to retain their independent: organization, unaffected by 
the provisions of the law. An effort is to be made in the ap- 
proaching legislature, by the advocates of the original law, to put 
these excluded districts into the town school system. If the com- 
ing year should have to be the last one of our district existence it 
is specially desirable that in the time remaining we put our schools 
upon such a stability of foundation, make them so elevated in 
character and tone, so strong in their power for good in the com- 
‘munity that no town school board, however organized, shall wish 
or presume to divert from them one single cent of the income they 
have been accustomed to receive. 

Our district school meeting is called for Thursday, March 10th, 
at ten o’clock in the morning. 

Gro. T. Crurt, —) 


H. A. Hivprets, | Board of 
BENJAMIN TucKER, | Education 
ELisHA SWETT, School District 
JOSEPH PHILBRICK, Not’ 


Gro. H. Turner, 


DEPARTMENT. 
Primary. 
Grammar. 

High. 


TERM. 


Spring. 
Fall. 
Winter. 
Spring. 
Fall. 
Winter. 
Spring. 
Fall. 
Winter. 


TEACHER. 


Viola E. McClure. 
, 66 
é¢ 


Lizzie E. Bickford. 
- b6 


éé 


Edward A. Burnett, 
Charles A. Guild. 
(T% 


| 


Wages per month. 
No. of weeks. 

No. of scholars. 
Average attendance. 
Scholars in reading. 


32.) 10} 25/23/25 
36.|12}29]25|29 
36.| 6|30}20/26 
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STATISTICAL TABLE, DISTRICT NO. 1. 
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